11  NOVEMBER  1757                                                         53
Mr. William Frankland
Mr. Matthew Collett
Mr. William Mackett
Mr. Peter Amyatt
Mr. Thomas Boddam
Mr. Richard Court3
46.    Mr. Watts, Mr. Manningham, Mr. Becher and Mr. Holwell are to
be each of them President of the said Council and Governour of and for all
the Company's affairs in Bengal for the term of four months; Mr. Watts is
to have the first term to commence upon the receipt hereof, upon the expiration
of which first term of four months then Mr. Manningham is to be President
for the like term and in this manner they are to succeed each other alternately.
On Mr. Manningham's taking the chair Mr. Watts is to take place as second,
upon  Mr.  Becher's  taking  the  chair   Mr.   Watts   takes  rank   as   second,
Mr. Manningham as third and so on.
47.    As Mr. Court behaved very well and suffered  much in the late
calamity, we have, in consideration thereof, advanced him to the Council, but
you are hereby directed not to take any other person or persons into Council
until it's reduced under the number of nine exclusive of the Major, that is to
say of ten with him.
48.   We not only most earnestly recommend, but we positively order and
direct, that you act together with a zeal suitable to the present situation of
affairs and the greatest harmony and friendship one with another as the best
means to promote the common good of the Company and of recommending
yourselves to our future favour.
49.   It being necessary in the present situation that there should be a Select
Committee   to  transact   affairs  with  the   country   Government   and   other
matters which require secrecy, we do hereby direct that the following persons
be a Select Committee accordingly viz.,
William Watts Esqr.
Charles Manningham Esqr.
Richard Becher Esqr.
John Zephaniah Holwell Esqr.
Major James Kilpatrick when military affairs are under consideration
and then only.
50.    Mr. Watts, Mr. Manningham, Mr. Becher and Mr. Holwell are to
preside alternately in the said committee for four months, in the same manner
as before directed with respect to the Council.
51.    The committee is to consist of four persons only, except when military
affairs are under consideration, then it will be five by the addition of the
Major as mentioned above.
52.    The Select Committee are to proceed upon the plan of our General
Letter of the llth February 1756, but they are to observe that the principal
objects of their business are to be the transacting and negotiating matters with
the European and Indian powers, so far as secrecy is absolutely necessary and
not otherwise, also the concerting the necessary plans and measures for military
operations to be laid before the President and Council fox their determination